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not   lived   through   the   days    of   the   Paris Commune.
Nero came to his end on the 9th of June 68. To all the respectable portion of society his death was a great deliverance ; but he was regretted by the viler part of the multitude, on account of the perpetual round of amusement which he provided for it. In an ignorant age, when communication is exceedingly imperfect, it is very easy to imagine that a person who is regretted is not actually dead, but hidden somewhere and likely to return. This was the case with Nero. Only two or three people had actually seen him dead, and a rumour prevailed amongst the populace that he had been smuggled away to Parthia, and would return to take vengeance on his foes as an Oriental conqueror. These wild ideas extended to the Christians ; but in their breasts, it need hardly be said, the prospect of Nero's return inspired only terror. There mingled, however, with this terror those apocalyptic fancies which I noticed a page or two back. At the same period the Roman world was rent by civil war; one after another the names of Vindex, Galba, Otho, Vitellius, Vespasian, fell on men's ears. Many desperate battles were fought, some under circumstances peculiarly